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Exhibit to feature Powell and Norton

Booth Library will present a
new exhibit in October that features
Zella Powell and Ona Norton. The
former Douglas Hall on the EIU
campus was recently renamed to
honor these women with strong ties
to the university.
Women of Distinction: Zella
Powell and Ona Norton will be on
display in the Marvin Foyer from
Oct. 10 through Dec. 19, 2022. The
exhibit will be open to the public
and free to view whenever the
library building is open.

Zella Powell

Zella Powell is believed to
be Eastern’s first Black graduate,
Class of 1910.
Zella and her family were from
Mattoon, and after her mother
died, she wanted to stay close to
her father. She enrolled at what
was then called the Eastern Illinois
State Normal School to study
education, specifically teaching.
Powell married after graduating
and moved to Chicago with her
husband, Albert Lovett. Her
granddaughter, Stephanie WrightGriggs, has created an exhibit
about Zella titled Picture Perfect:
Zella’s Traveling Scrapbook that
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Zella Powell

Ona Norton

features many photos of Zella’s
childhood, in addition to keepsakes
such as a scrapbook and diary.
These will be on display as part of
the library’s exhibit.

Norton and her husband, Kenneth,
for help regarding housing for
Black students from Chicago. After
this, Ona and Kenneth continued
helping men and women find
housing in the area, regardless of
enrollment to EIU.
Booth Library’s Bradley
Tolppanen, head of University
Archives and Special Collections,
and librarian David Bell have
curated photos and other
information about the Nortons to
include in the exhibit.

Ona Norton

Ona Norton is best known for
helping to house Black students
beginning in 1950. Norton herself
took a few classes at EIU and lived
in Charleston for over 90 years.
Ralph Kohl, a former football
coach for EIU, reached out to
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Upon entering
Booth Library’s main
administrative offices,
one might notice a small
bust of Benjamin Franklin
located in a display case in
the main foyer. For many
reasons Franklin has always
intrigued me, and thus I
was pleased to notice this small Franklin statue
near my office. Apart from his many scientific
inventions, his thoughts on self-improvement,
and his significant contributions to the creation
of the United States, there are at least three
areas of his life that I find especially interesting.
First, Franklin was a firm believer in the
benefits of swimming. Such a view was quite
uncommon in the 18th century. Yet
by many accounts, Franklin could
swim quite long distances. He also
devoted time to improving his
arm stroke and swim kicks; he
created his own set of make-shift
hand paddles along with a set of
swim fins to help him swim faster
and more efficiently. Certainly,
among his historical contributions,
his interest in distance swimming does
not rank among his greatest achievements.
Nonetheless, as a lifelong swimmer myself, I
certainly have an affinity and appreciation for
this less-discussed element of his life.
Franklin is also well-regarded as America’s
first ambassador to France. Franklin was the
central negotiator of the Treaty of Paris in
1783, which brought a conclusion to America’s
Revolutionary War. As an ambassador,
Franklin has always set the ideal for diplomats
and foreign service officers: learn the native
culture and respect it. An ambassador’s success
depends upon understanding local conditions,
traditions, and common practices, which
indeed are all good lessons for leaders to take
to heart.
Finally, as perhaps many readers of this
newsletter may know, Franklin loved to read.
And he wanted others to share this love
of reading. This love of learning and self-

improvement led him to form a group of
similarly interested individuals known as the
Junto, with the understanding that if Junto
members shared their books with each other,
and then committed to buying additional
books for the group to share, all would
benefit. These efforts, which began in 1731
with the creation of the Library Company of
Philadelphia, are considered the first American
steps toward the creation of the public library.
In this respect, Franklin’s legacy is
profound, and in many respects reflects the
ideals we seek to advance every single day
in Booth Library. Our library staff, faculty
and administrators are here to serve our
academic community and beyond, as we share
Booth Library resources while aiding and
empowering our faculty and students in
their pursuit of knowledge. There is
indeed great virtue in that mission.
The modern library has
evolved considerably from
being solely a place to gather
and loan books. Nonetheless,
Booth Library still has access to
over one million items to share. I
can’t help but think that Franklin
would be so delighted to see what
we do at Booth Library through our vast
and impressive collection of books, but also
through the many new and innovative ways we
serve our community. In the remaining pages
of this issue, you’ll read about our various
accomplishments and initiatives to serve
and enhance our community of readers and
scholars.
For those of you who use our library:
thank you! And to our many benefactors and
those who provide us with different kinds of
gifts, please know that we are a better, more
impactful and definitely more successful library
because of you. Thank you for your ongoing
support of Booth Library.
Ryan C. Hendrickson, Ph.D.
Acting Dean of Library Services
L.M. Hamand Dean of the Graduate School
Professor of Political Science

Center for Student Innovation:

Technology checkout, active learning, design lab
The Center for Student
Innovation on the first floor of the
library has a variety of services and
programs for faculty and students
this fall.
The CSI is designed to provide
services and spaces to encourage
innovation, creativity and learning.
Renovation of the space was
possible thanks to a grant from
the Charleston Area Charitable
Foundation.

Technology checkout station

Our Technology Checkout
Station provides laptop computers,
MiFi hotspots, digital cameras and
other technology — even a sewing
machine! Students may check out
equipment with their Panther Card
for a limited time period.
All patrons must sign an
agreement certifying they take
responsibility for the item(s)
and their safe and timely return.
Technology items available for
checkout are Dell 3510 and
Surface Book 3 laptops; MiFi
Hotspots (Mobile WiFi); webcams,
microphone/speakers; GoPro
Fusion 360 cameras; Canon
(mirrorless) digital cameras; minitripods; and a sewing machine.
The tech checkout station is
open from 2-9 p.m. Sunday, 12-9
p.m. Monday-Thursday and 124:45 p.m. Friday.
Funding for the technology
checkout program was provided
through the Governor’s Emergency
Education Relief fund.
More information on tech
checkout is available on the CSI
website.

The Active Learning Classroom in the Center for Student Innovation offers
flexible furniture, as well as a variety of innovative technology and resources
for collaborative and creative learning.

Active Learning Classroom

An Active Learning Classroom
(ALC) serves as a central space
for supporting the digital and
technological infrastructure at the
heart of the CSI.
The ALC combines flexible
furniture, mobile technology, and
innovative teaching and learning
programming. Use of the ALC
encourages collaborations with
partners across campus in all
colleges, led by staff of the Faculty
Development and Innovation
Center.
Faculty are encouraged to bring
students to the ALC. Presentation
and conferencing technology
such as a MultiPresenter, Google
Jamboard, Meeting Owl and other
resources are available.
General reservations for the
ALC can be made through the CSI
reservation page. Details about
programs and workshops related to
active learning are available on the
FDIC website.
Funds to purchase flexible
furniture and accessories for the

CSI were donated by EIU emeritus
faculty Dr. Newton Key and Dr. Bill
and Linda Perry.

Design Lab

The Design Lab contains the
latest technology to encourage
collaboration and creativity,
including a virtual reality lab,
podcasting studio, green screen,
3D printers, Cricut machine, 3D
scanner, and desktop computers for
gaming and video/graphics editing.
The Lab is available for use by
students, faculty and community
members. To learn more or
to make a reservation to use
equipment in the Design Lab, email
csi@eiu.edu.
Training sessions for the
podcasting studio, 3D technology
and Cricut machine are planned.
Watch for upcoming programs on
the CSI website.
Funding to purchase
technology was provided by the
Illinois State Library and the
Governor’s Emergency Education
Relief fund.
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Booth welcomes two new librarians
Amy Odwarka

Amy Odwarka has helped to organize a variety of
programs for students, including Residence Hall
Nights and Empowered Researcher sessions.

Amy Odwarka is Booth Library’s First-Year
Experience/Student Success Librarian, educating firstyear students on the many resources that Booth offers.
She also collaborates with university partners outside
the library in order to help more students.
Amy is from Chicago and came to EIU after
serving as a middle school classroom teacher and
library director in Evanston, IL.
Amy has a degree in elementary education from
The Ohio State University, as well as an MA in library
and information science from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.
She said she’s interested in “how libraries work
with first-generation students and what libraries
can do to support those students in their academic
endeavors.”
Since she began work at Booth Library in July she
said she has appreciated “the collaborative spirit from
students, staff, faculty, just everywhere!”

Trevor Burrows

Trevor Burrows joined the
library team in August as the
Digital Initiatives Coordinator.
Before coming to Booth
Library, Trevor was a postdoctoral
researcher at Purdue University
Library and School of Information
Studies. In that role, he helped
departments, faculty and graduate
students learn about different
digital scholarship techniques. He
also taught basic coding workshops
and text analysis to graduate
students.
Trevor’s professional interests
include two main subjects:
technology and history. He enjoys
implementing them in the Center
for Student Innovation, where he’s
able “to play with text as data and
find ways to incorporate that into
humanities research.”
Trevor also teaches history
4

Back by popular demand: Blind Date with a Book
Booth Library invites patrons
to “trick or treat” themselves with
a new book during October by
participating in “Blind Date with a
Book: Love at First Bite.”
The library debuted the “Blind
Date with a Book” program in
February. Because of its popularity,
the Booth Public Services
Committee created this special fall
edition of the program.
Through “Blind Date with a
Book: Love at First Bite,” patrons
choose from several books wrapped
in brown paper with descriptive
hints written on the front.
Patrons check out the book at the
Circulation desk and then take it
home to reveal their “blind date.”
Inside the book will be a “Rate
your Date” card that offers patrons
a chance to tell Booth Library about
their “blind date.” The card contains
a QR code and a link to a survey.
Participants have the option of

providing their email address to be
entered into a drawing for a special
prize.
Beginning Oct. 1, patrons are
invited to choose their blind date
from the table located on the main

floor near the Circulation desk. For
more information on the program,
visit the website, https://library.
eiu.edu; call 581-6061; or find the
library on Facebook, Instagram or
Twitter.

Booth celebrates Latino Heritage Month

Trevor Burrows helps to oversee activities in the library’s Center for
Student Innovation and has planned several technology workshops in
the space this fall.
courses at EIU, so he’s been
continuing his dissertation research
about mid-20th century religion
and activism.
From Lafayette, Indiana, Trevor
has a PhD and MA in history from

Purdue University.
He said that everyone at Booth
Library has been “collegial and
supportive,” and he enjoys working
with them to use the CSI in fun and
innovative ways.

Booth is joining the EIU
celebration of Latino
Heritage Month with
this display in the main
hallway. Members of the
Latin American Student
Organization helped to
create this display of flags
and books that represent
the Latino experience.
Latino Heritage Month
takes place from Sept. 15Oct. 15.

5

Students: Become an empowered researcher

for your research paper.
Students: Do
What? Join us to learn
you need help
the difference between
with research this
a scholarly article and
semester? Booth
trade publication and
librarians have you
the easiest way to find
covered with quick
these materials. You will
30-minute research
practice using EBSCO
sessions during
September and
search on the library
website to locate articles
October.
that meet all of your
All workshops
criteria.
are free and will
• Oct. 11, 7 p.m.,
take place in the
and Oct. 12, 12:15
e-classroom on the
p.m.: Your professor
fourth floor of the
Learn the best way to search the library database at the
wants you to use two
library. Registration
free workshops on Sept. 27-28.
books for your research
is encouraged but not
project. Where do you
required. Sign up here.
sentence or thesis statement into
start? Join us to learn the how to
• Sept. 27, 7 p.m., and Sept.
keywords and look at strategies for
locate a book in the electronic
28, 12:15 p.m.: Join us to learn the
finding synonyms.
catalog, and then how to actually
best way to search a database or
• Oct. 4, 7 p.m., and Oct. 5,
find it on the shelf. It’s easier than
the library catalog: keywords! You
12:15 p.m.: Your professor wants
you think!
will practice breaking down a topic you to use three scholarly articles

Race Chat to focus on social identity
Booth Library will host a
Race Chat, “Understanding Social
Identity,” from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, Nov. 1, in the West
Reading Room.
This event is free and open to
the public. Attendees will join in a
guided dialogue to share their own
views and life experiences.
Social identity refers to the selfconcept one gets from belonging to
different social groups. Apparent

or assumed differences can
create barriers to understanding
with others. This conversation is
designed to explore our own social
identities and the ways belonging
to specific groups can influence
interaction with others.
This program is co-sponsored
by the Office of Civic Engagement
and Volunteerism, EIU Christian
Campus House, EIU Wesley
Foundation, Making Excellence

Banned Books Week

Tech workshops offered in Center for Student Innovation
Students, staff, and faculty
are invited to learn more about
technology in a hands-on workshop
series in the library’s Center for
Student Innovation. This fivesession series covers a variety of
topics, from text analysis to using
social media in your research.
These workshops are free, and
they will take place in the CSI on
the first floor of Booth Library.
Registration is recommended but
not required. Register here.
• Sept. 29, 3:45-5 p.m.
“Introduction to Text Analysis
with Voyant Tools”: Can a
computer help you “read” large
amounts of text – say, thousands
of novels or documents at once?
Come explore the possibilities of
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text mining and analysis using the
free application Voyant Tools.
• Oct. 12, 3:45-5 p.m.
“Introduction to Data Wrangling
with OpenRefine”: Preparing
messy data for use in a project
is often time-consuming and
complicated. Learn how the free
application OpenRefine can help
with data cleaning, transformation,
and many other tasks.
• Oct. 28, 1-2:15 p.m.
“Introduction to Data
Visualization with Datawrapper”:
Effective data visualization can help
you discover new insights in your
projects and share those insights
with others. In this workshop, we’ll
explore data visualization using
Datawrapper, a free cloud-based

application that helps you build
interesting visualizations easily.
• Nov. 10, 12-1:15 p.m. “Brown
Bag – Using Social Media Data
in Your Research”: Interested in
learning more about social data
and how it might be used in your
research? Bring your lunch or a
snack to this brown bag, where we’ll
learn what data is available, how to
get it, and ways to work with it.
• Nov. 30, 10-11:15 a.m.
“Introduction to Visualizing
Timelines with TimelineJS”:
Visual timelines can be useful in
teaching and research alike. In this
workshop, we’ll explore TimelineJS,
a free tool for building simple but
effective timelines using your own
data and images.

Inclusive, EIU Chapter of
the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People, Latin American Student
Organization and the Coles County
Faith-Based Coalition for Racial
Justice.
More details about this event
will be announced on the library
website, https://library.eiu.edu;
or find the library on Facebook,
Instagram or Twitter.

Booth Library is celebrating
Banned Books Week Sept.
18-24. A special display on
the main floor highlights
books that were challenged
due to their LGBTQ content.
Banned Books Week is an
annual event celebrating
the freedom to read. The
2022 theme is Books Unite
Us. Censorship Divides Us.

Legos and story time offered
as part of EIU Family Weekend

Watch for Booth Library
in parade and at Tent City

Booth Library will participate in Family Fun Fest in the
Library Quad during Family Weekend, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 29.
The library’s Halloween-inspired picture book collection
will be available for families to grab a book and read
together. Or, join Booth librarians for a Scary Story Time at
11:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Also offered will be Legos at the Library. Let your
imagination run wild as you build something large or small!

Watch for your
friends from Booth
Library in this year’s
EIU Homecoming
parade! A special entry
is planned to connect
with this year’s theme,
“Bring the Beat Back.”
The library also

will welcome guests at
Tent City following the
parade. Free snacks,
drinks and buttons
will be available, and
visitors will have the
chance to enter a
drawing to win a bag
of library swag.
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Booth to receive award from Illinois Library Assoc.
Booth Library has been
named the recipient of the Illinois
Library Association’s 2022 Hugh
C. Atkinson Memorial Award for
Interlibrary Cooperation, which
is awarded annually for sustained
activity and contributions having a
lasting impact on librarianship.
In 2021, EIU’s Booth Library
was awarded a grant from the
Illinois Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity’s
Illinois Broadband READY
program. The library received
$44,000 to create a digital literacy
program for the Southeast region
of Illinois. With the grant funds,
a digital literacy coordinator was
hired to create curricular materials
related to digital literacy for all ages
— from elementary school students
to retirees.
Digital literacy coordinator
Nate Carlson successfully created
a robust curriculum that covered
various digital literacy topics.
Additionally, a “train-the-trainer”
model was implemented along with
rigorous online literacy guides.

Did you know? Booth Library is the home of University Archives and Special Collections, which contains
those publications and records that have historical or research value pertaining to Eastern Illinois
University and the East Central Illinois area.

Digital literacy coordinator Nate Carlson trains staff from several public
libraries and community agencies during the summer of 2021.
Booth Library partnered with
the Charleston Carnegie Public
Library, Mattoon Public Library,
Effingham Public Library, and the
Elizabeth Titus Memorial Library
in Sullivan. Additional program
partners were the Lake Land
College Adult and Alternative
Education program, EIU Academy
of Lifelong Learning, and Mattoon
Community Unit School District 1.
Chris Houchens, director of the
Charleston Carnegie Public Library,
wrote in his award nomination

letter, “Booth Library has been an
excellent partner not only to us, but
all of the surrounding libraries in
our little corner of Illinois. I could
not think of a better library for the
Hugh C. Atkinson Memorial Award
for Interlibrary Cooperation.”
The Hugh C. Atkinson
Memorial Award will be presented
at an awards ceremony during the
2022 Illinois Library Association
Annual Conference. The conference
will take place Oct. 18-20, 2022, in
Rosemont, Illinois.

Job skills workshops held at public libraries
Booth Library was awarded a grant for $50,000
from the Illinois State Library to present a program
titled Bridging the Digital Divide to Support Workforce
Development.
With the grant funding, Booth Library worked
with staff from EIU Career Services and the College of
Education’s School of Extended Learning to present a
series of workshops designed to provide resources for
the local workforce. Topics include creating resumes,
how to complete an online application, how to
interview, etc.
A seven-week series of free workshops was offered
this summer at five area public libraries: Greenup
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From the Archives

Township Public Library, Elizabeth Titus Memorial
Library in Sullivan, Mattoon Public Library, Effingham
Public Library and the Charleston Carnegie Public
Library.
The workshop presenters were Bobbi Kingery,
master career counselor and director of Career
Services at EIU, and John Marr, employee relations
specialist/career advisor at EIU.
Funding for this grant was awarded by the Illinois
State Library, a Department of the Office of Secretary
of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of
Museum and Library Services, under the provisions of
the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

EIU artifacts donated to Special Collections

University Archives and Special Collections
recently received two unique donations related to EIU
history. The first is a Teachers College High School
class ring that belonged to Harriet Hallowell, who
graduated from the high school in 1926.
EIU was known as Eastern Illinois State Teachers
College from 1921-1947. During that time, student
teachers gained experience by actually teaching
children in the classroom at the Training School
(grades 1-8) and the Teachers College High School
(grades 9-12).
Also donated was a blanket from 1955 that
promoted the Women’s Athletic Association. The
blanket belonged to Marlene Wynn. According to
the EIU Bulletin of 1953-54, the purpose of the WAA
was “to advance the standards of sportsmanship and
promote the spirit of play.
“It is organized in clubs, such as hockey, volleyball,
badminton, bowling, basketball, softball, archery, golf,
tennis, social dancing and the modern dance. Any

woman is eligible for club membership and the WAA
letter or sweater is awarded to those who receive a
specific number of credits.”
From 1947-1957, EIU was known as Eastern
Illinois State College.
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Faculty FOCUS: The Keep Faculty Focus highlights one EIU faculty member with active creative

The Keep Spotlight
The Keep (https://thekeep.eiu.edu/) is the EIU institutional repository, a digital
archive of faculty scholarship, student and professional journals, graduate theses,
undergraduate honors papers, EIU historical documents, committee documents
and more. The mission of The Keep is to digitize, preserve and promote the
scholarly output of EIU, optimizing the content for easy online discovery.
EIU faculty with a SelectedWorks profile in The Keep create visibility of their
research, courses, disciplines, departments, and EIU. SelectedWorks pages are
search-engine optimized, so content on them is more discoverable by Google and
other search engines. Items in The Keep have appeared recently in 40 blogs, 168
news items, 98,700 Facebook mentions, 2,333 Tweets and 22,459 “cited by” counts.

Local research archived
in The Keep is accessed each
day from around the world.
Todd Bruns, head of Scholarly
Communications at Booth
Library, said this is a testament
to the excellent research being
produced by faculty and students
at EIU.
“You can see when looking
at the map of downloads that
people from every continent have
found useful information in The
Keep,” he said. “It’s amazing to
talk to our faculty and students
whose research is being accessed.
This really puts EIU on the map
as a research-focused institution.”
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activity in The Keep, EIU’s institutional repository.

By the Numbers
All-time Downloads

4,136,585

Streams: 1,594
Works posted

96,399

Top 5 Articles in The Keep:
The Development of Serial Killers: A Grounded Theory
Study, by Meher Sharma

Number of
Downloads
168,335

A Quantitative Study of the Source of Stress for First
Generation Freshman Female College Students,
by Amber Byrley

46,342

Involve Me: Using the Orff Approach within the
Elementary Classroom, by Amanda Long

38,356

The Influences of Social Media: Depression Anxiety, and
Self-Concept, by Emily Baker

26,658

Single Parent Households and the Effect on Student
Learning by Asia Watt

20,437

Dr. John Bickford
Dr. John Bickford, professor
in the Department of Teaching,
Learning, and Foundations, teaches
courses in social studies education
and disciplinary
literacy to EIU
undergraduate
and graduate
students, and
history and
education classes
at the Danville
Correctional Center.
Bickford is also the editor-inchief of The Councilor: A Journal of
the Social Studies, a peer-reviewed
journal of the Illinois Council for
the Social Studies that is housed
in The Keep. Since 1939, The
Councilor has published articles
that incorporate pedagogical
innovation and practice into all
disciplines of the social studies.
Bickford is a prolific researcher,
focusing on the science of learning
history, particularly teaching the
history of white nationalism in
America. He was named the winner
of the 2022 Council on Faculty
Research’s Summer Research/
Creative Activity Award for
“Examining the Ku Klux Klan’s
Historical Impact, Both Local and
National.”
Bickford said the KKK has
a long history in the American
Midwest, especially in 1920s
Illinois. “Most folks today know
little about the racialized history of
Illinois,” he said.
Illinois is often viewed as
“good” in terms of civil rights,
because it was on the Union side
of the Civil War, was considered

a to be a “free state,” and White
people did not lynch Blacks as
frequently as in southern states
such as Mississippi. Still, Bickford
said, “The Klan was prevalent and
pervasive. Teachers, police officers
and judges were members.”
This included JJ Reynolds, a
judge who, among other things,
served as Urbana’s Santa Claus for
decades while also serving as the
Champaign KKK’s Kleagle, a Klan
officer who recruits new members
and leads the regional branch.
Reynolds led KKK cross-burnings
at local high schools, money drives
at churches to fund the local Klan,
and KKK-sanctioned weddings and
funerals.
Bickford collaborated with
an undergraduate student in
Interdisciplinary Studies, Chuck
Clabaugh, who will be presenting
this research about the KKK at
the Illinois Council for the Social
Studies conference in October.
Much of Bickford’s recent and
forthcoming published research is
on topics related to civil rights.
“I study privilege, power and
white supremacy in American
schools and history class. Students
learning about Nazi Germany
rarely encounter texts celebrating

only Hitler’s industrialization of
Germany and the Nazis’ patriotism.
Instead, the Holocaust is largely
front and center.”
However, U.S. students studying
American history mostly learn
about the exploits of White people.
“Black, Brown, women’s and
LGBTQ history are relegated to the
boundaries,” he said. “And, I’d say
these issues are usually taught quite
poorly.”
Bickford said these
misrepresentations are often found
in children’s and young adult
literature.
“I study how historical figures
and eras are represented in historybased textbooks and trade books
(biographies, historical fiction,
etc.). I compare and contrast what’s
detailed, vague or omitted, and it’s
shocking!”
Bickford said it’s not just
differences in word choice
or semantics, but omissions
of evidence. “DNA evidence
conclusively proved in 1998 that
Thomas Jefferson fathered at least
one of his enslaved lady’s children,
yet most books published after 2000
don’t mention it. Most slaveryContinued on Page 12
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Booth marks 60 years as federal depository
Booth
Library became a
selective federal
depository
library on
Oct. 30, 1962.
Through its
participation
in the Federal
Depository
Library Program
(FDLP), Booth
provides
free access
to materials
published by
the U.S. Federal
Government in a variety of formats
(print, digital, microform, etc).
Most government documents
are shelved on the north side of
the second floor of the library.
Some of the most popular items are
legislative materials, budget and
census reports, maps, and health
and education statistics.

EIU faculty publications
presented in new display
Books, music scores and
sound recordings by more than
50 EIU faculty are on display
in the library’s Faculty Reading
Room. Ninety publications that
were written, edited or recorded
by faculty are featured.
The library owns two copies
of each item on display, so that
one is available for checkout.
The Faculty Reading Room
is located on the third (main)
floor of the library near the
north entrance, just off the West
Reading Room.
Sarah Johnson, head of
Collection Management at

Booth Library, and Deborah
Fennema, library operations
associate, worked with
Circulation and Cataloging staff
to create this display.
Johnson’s favorite part
about this project is “seeing
everything — the variety and
range of works that EIU faculty
have accomplished.”
This display of faculty
research will be up at least
through December 2022.
The Faculty Reading Room
is available for faculty use
whenever the library building is
open.

Bickford

Continued from Page 11
based books omit slavery’s
brutality, forced family separation,
the endemic sexual violence and
white supremacy role, yet minimize
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A variety of government
documents can be accessed on the
second floor of Booth, including
census maps, 3D relief maps, and
official proceedings of federal
government agencies.

Booth also receives full-color
guides to national parks, military
history books, career guides, NASA
publications, and lots more – even
some teaching kits and children’s
books. The U.S. government
publishes on a wide array of topics.
The FDLP collects and
preserves information from all

federal government branches
and agencies and distributes
materials to libraries across the
country. Booth is one of 50 federal
depository libraries in Illinois, and
our staff provides research help
on finding and using government
information.
More information about federal
government documents can be
found here.

Expanded e-collections include videos, ebooks
Counseling and
Therapy in Video
Ninety published works by 52 EIU faculty
are on display.

the culpability — and maximize the
humanity — of the enslavers.
Bickford said he has conducted
similar studies on more than 40
topics and has guided graduate and
undergraduate students’ research
on 20 more topics. “I can honestly
say that nearly all studies were

historically misrepresentative,
particularly when White violence
and violent threats were directed
at Black and Brown folks. The
only historical eras in which the
majority of books were accurate
and representative featured White
victims.”

Booth has three new
collections of streaming
videos in the Counseling
and Therapy in Video
series from Alexander
Street Press. These
films are geared toward
students in counseling,
psychology, nursing,
health studies, and related
fields.
They focus
on historical and
contemporary practices in

counseling, and of special
note is the Symptom
Media Collection, films
that showcase mental
health symptoms
unfolding and are
designed to help students
better recognize mental
health disorders.

Springer Nature
ebook collection

The 2022 Springer
Nature ebook collection
includes over 10,000
new ebooks on the

SpringerLink platform,
covering all academic
areas.

DSM Legacy
Collection

The DSM Legacy
Collection contains
archival editions of the
Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental
Disorders, from 19522000.
These ebooks can
be used for historical
reference on the diagnosis

and classification of
mental health issues.

Women and Social
movements

Booth also purchased
the latest updates to
Women and Social
Movements in the United
States, 1600-2000, a rich
resource for U.S. history
and U.S. women’s history
that incorporates primary
source materials, analyses
and interpretations, book
reviews and more.
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Continued from Page 14

Faculty Spotlight

Kirstin Duffin: Librarian, naturalist & vermicomposter
You are a Research,
Engagement and Scholarship
librarian at Booth Library. What
does your job entail?
Working in the Research,
Engagement, and Scholarship
unit of Booth Library, I provide
research support to our campus
community. This includes giving
instruction in developing a research
strategy; optimizing use of our
library catalog, article databases,
and Internet searching; evaluating
results to identify the best sources
for a research project; and helping
to determine when a researcher
has found “enough” information
for their project. I consult with
faculty to develop effective research
assignments, help those looking
to publish to evaluate what outlets
are best suited to their work, advise
them on their author rights as they
work with publishers, and give
guidance on data management.
With my RES librarian colleagues,
I represent the library at campus
outreach events, and we work to
promote library resources through
displays in the library and via
virtual outlets.
You are also the science
librarian. What are your
responsibilities in that role?
As a subject liaison, I provide
library instruction and specialized
research assistance to students
and faculty in the sciences. In
addition to synchronous research
consultations and instruction
sessions, I create online guides and
14

a career. We also hold events each
semester that focus on community
building and professional
development. Often times those
events occur in Booth Library,
which has been a fantastic place for
us to meet!

short instructional videos to help
illustrate the research process. I also
manage the books and periodicals
in these areas, facilitating the
purchase of materials and
maintenance of these collections.
Are you involved in other
areas of campus life? Please
describe.
One group I work with
closely is EIU iSTEM. We bring
together students and faculty from
underrepresented populations
in STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and math) to
encourage and empower student
success. We have an active
mentoring program, in which
students can be paired with either a
faculty or peer mentor for the year.
These mentoring relationships help
students navigate college life and
provide support in their search for

What is your favorite part of
working at Booth Library?
There is so much diversity to
the work I do here, and that variety
keeps me stimulated and engaged.
One aspect I enjoy is working
one-on-one with students as they
navigate their research project.
When I can introduce them to
a new research technique that
opens new doors to discovery, I
love seeing their eyes light up in
recognition of how they might
apply this to their investigations.
What is your all-time favorite
book and why?
It would be hard to offer up
an all-time favorite, but one that
has stuck with me and resonated
deeply when I first read it is Desert
Solitaire, by Edward Abbey. I
worked for the U.S. Forest Service
one summer in the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness in
northern Minnesota. We would go
out for eight-day canoe camping
trips and work 10-hour days
maintaining campsites, portages,
and hiking trails. We got into some
truly backcountry areas, and I
began to experience life at a slower,
Continued on Page 15

arguably more natural, pace. I
began to realize the power of
nature in bringing a sense of
calm and connectedness, helping
me to understand the impact
natural areas have on our mental
health and wellbeing. Desert
Solitaire is a tale of Abbey’s
similar experiences, set in the
landscape of the American West
where he served as a park ranger
for three seasons.
What have you read
recently that you would
recommend?
Caste: The Origins of Our
Discontents, by Isabel Wilkerson,
is social history that I didn’t
learn in school. A book can have
good content but suffer from
poor writing, or excellent writing
can be paired with marginally
interesting content. Wilkerson
delivers both a powerful message
and superior composition.
What is an interesting fact
that many don’t know about
you?
I vermicompost! My worms
live in a converted Rubbermaid
container in my garage. We use
their casings in our vegetable
garden. When I first started my
vermicompost bin, I kept it in
my kitchen. One day, I came
home from work to find worms
squirming across my kitchen
floors. It was a gentle reminder
that I had forgotten to feed them
for some time, so I helped them
back to the bin and gave them
some food scraps. They have
more or less lived contentedly in
the bin since then.

Faculty Achievements
Following is a list of recent publications and presentations completed
by Booth Library faculty members.

Publications

Edmonds-Behrend, Christina and
Michele McDaniel. “What are
High Leverage Practices, and Why
Do I Need to Know?” Presented
at Illinois Reading Council
Conference, 11 March 2022.

Derr, Janice. 8 book reviews
published in Historical Novels Review.

Edmonds-Behrend, Christina
and Michele McDaniel. “Sit, Stay,
Support! Exploring Canine-Assisted
Activities in Reading.” Presented
at Illinois Reading Council
Conference, 11 March 2022.

Brantley, Steve. (2022) Student
Created Media: Designing Research,
Learning, and Skill Building
Experiences, Public Services
Quarterly, 18: 3.

Johnson, Sarah. 13 book reviews
published in Booklist.
Johnson, Sarah. 12 book reviews
published in Historical Novels
Review.
Johnson, Sarah. Review of “How
We Give Now: A Philanthropic
Guide for the Rest of Us” by Lucy
Bernholz. CHOICE 59.12 (Aug
2022).
Schultz, Jr., William. Review of
“Digitization and Digital Archiving,
2nd ed.” by E.R. Leggett. Journal of
Web Librarianship 16, No. 1 (2022):
80. https://doi.org/10.1080/1932290
9.2021.2007626

Presentations

Brantley, Steve. “Open Educational
Resources (OER): Why Students
Need Them, How to Find Them,
and How to Build and Share Them.”
EIU Faculty Development and
Innovation Center, April 14, 2022.
Brantley, Steve. “Open Educational
Resources.” EIU Faculty
Development and Innovation
Center Podcast, August 2022.
https://www.eiu.edu/fdic/FDIP.php

Johnson, Sarah. Invited guest, Off
the Shelf book discussion program
(YouTube livestream), March 8,
2022.
Knight-Davis, Stacey, Lauri J.
DeRuiter-Willems, Elizabeth
Gill, Kimberly Ross, et al. “Train
the Digital Health Literacy
Trainer: Library and Community
Partnership.” IHA Health Literacy
Conference, May 10-12, 2022.
Popit, Ellen, Zach Newell, Stacey
Knight-Davis, Beth Heldebrandt,
et al. “The Grant that Became a
Collaboration.” Illinois Heartland
Library System: Members Matter,
April 21, 2022.
Schultz, Jr., William N., and
Kirstin Duffin. “Launching a
Document Delivery Service: Trials
and Triumphs” presented for the
Association of College and Research
Libraries (ACRL) Technical Services
Interest Group Meeting (virtual),
June 30, 2022.
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From the Booth Blogs

Make a donation
to Booth Library

EIU Reads book available;
Skillshare subscription renewed
If you’re
participating in the
EIU Reads discussions
on The 1619 Project by
Nikole Hannah-Jones
this fall, Booth Library
has you covered!
Print copies of the
book are on display
(main level, by the
central elevator) and
available for checkout,
and e-copies are
available for download
through the Digital
Library of Illinois.
Group discussions
about the book are
being held on campus
this September and
October.

Your generosity can
make a difference to the
library and our patrons.
Each gift will ensure better
services for the users of
Booth Library or will
enhance the preservation
of our historic building.
Please use the
link below to donate
electronically through
Eastern Illinois University
Foundation’s Online
Giving site, https://library.
eiu.edu/about/giving/.

Donate
online here

music, marketing, freelancing and
much more!
Booth is again offering access
Access is free via the Booth Library
to Skillshare, an online learning
website, but a reservation is required.
community. Through the Skillshare
Those interested in using Skillshare
platform, current EIU students, faculty may complete the request form online.
and staff can independently participate
The Skillshare subscription began
in a variety of training and workshops, in the fall of 2021 and was renewed for
including photography, graphic design, another year due to its popularity.

Skillshare offers free training

NoteBooth is a publication of
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University in Charleston, IL.
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If you prefer to mail
your gift, please send a
check payable to EIU
Foundation/Booth Library
to EIU Foundation, 600
Lincoln Ave., Charleston,
IL 61920.
To donate library
materials, please make
arrangements with our
Acquisitions Department
by calling 217-581-6021.
Thank you for your
support!

Follow Booth Library online:
https://library.eiu.edu/
Social media:

